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REV. MR. BELSHAM’S LETTER. 
CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 89. 

In the heat of controversy with the Arians, the ortho- 
dlox by degrees lost sight of their original doctrine of 
the personification of an attribute, and began to repre- 
seut the Son as a distinct intelligent Being, derived in- 
daed from the Father by necessary generation, but in 
aii other respects equal with him, and only united fo 
him as partaking of the same divine nature. To these 
divine persons, in due time, was added a third, called 
the Holy Ghost, derived by procession from the Father 
only, according to the Greek church; but the Latins 
have decided, that he proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. At length, about a century after the council of 
Nice, the orthodox faith was finally settled, and the re- 
spective claims of the three divine persons were finally 
adjusted in that paragon of ingenuity, absurdity, and 
impiety, the Creed falsely ascribed to St. Athanasius, 
but which is attributed by learned men, with more prob- 
ability, to Vigilius Tapsensis, a notorious writer and for- 
eer of ancient writings, and records, in the fifth centu- 
sy. It is from this symbol, and not from that of the 
Nicene fathers, who would have been shocked at the 
novelty and blasphemy of the doctrine, that we learn 
that “in this Trinity, none is afore or after the other; 
none is greater or Jess than another; but the whole three 
persons ure co-eternal together, and co-equal.” 

lrom this bricf review of the rise and progress of anti- 
shristian errors. concerning the person of Christ, I con- 
ceive that it wi} appear to eyery competent and impar- 
tial judge, that notwithstanding the late tise of Arianism, 
the date of what now passes for orthodox Trinitarianism 
is still later; and that 1 was perfectly correct in the as- 
sertion, that “ from the condition of a man approved of 
God,’ which is the doctrine of the New Testament, 
‘Sour Lord has been advanced by the officions zeal of 
his mistaken followers, first to the state of an angelic or 
superangelic Being,” which was the error of the Gnos- 
tics; “ then to that of a delegated Maker and Govern- 
er of the world and its inhabitants,” which was the o- 
pinion of Platonists and Arians; ‘‘ and in the end toa 
complete equality with God himself,” which is the doc- 
trine of the Athanasian Creed, and which was not known 
till the latter end of the fourth century. I cannot 
therefore plead gui'ty to the charge of having affirmed, 
that whiclris * the precise reverse of acknowledged fact.’ 
But, on the contrary, if I were disposed to retaliate, it 
would not be difficult to make good the indictment a- 
geinst the accuser himself. 

I shall now proceed to shew, from Dr. Priestley’s own 
words, how very agreeable to ‘‘ acknowledged fact” is 
my correspondent’s confident assertion, ** that”? accord- 
ing to Dr. Priestley, “* the very jirsi slep of deviation 
from the simple humanity of Christ, was the aseription 
to him of a nature truly and properly divine. 


says Dr. Priestly, ‘* was, that some great super-angelic 
spirit had been sent down from heaven, and was attach- 
ed'to the man Jesus—this superangelic Being was prop- 
erly the Christ. This was the doctrine of the earlier 
Gnostics. 

“ But as it had been the opinion of many, that angels 
were only temporary and unsubstantis’ forms—others of 
these philosophers thought, that what was called the 
mah Jesus,was nothing more than one ofthese substantial 
forms of men; so that the super-angelic spirit of the 
Christ had no proper body or son] at all. These were 
called Docetz ; and this progress had been made in the 
time of the apostles.” 

“ Having been tanght by the platonic philosophers 
that there were three great principles in nature, viz. the 
Supreme Being or the Good, his Mind (Nous,) and the 
Soul of the world: and the Jewish philosophers having 
already advanced, that the second of the principles, 
which they denominated Logos, was an emanation from 
the Supreme Being, and the cause of all the appearanc: 
es of God, recorded in the Old Testament, some of 
which were in the form of men; and having also taught 
that it was this Logos that, by order of the Supreme 
Being, had made the visible world, that he was the im- 
age of God, his only begotten Son, and that he was even 
entitled to the appellation of God in an inferior sense 
of the word: these christian philosophers imagined that 
it was this Logos that was united to the man Jesus Christ, 
and that on this account he might be called God. 


For some time, however, the more learned Christians 
coniented themselves with supposivg. that the union be- 
tween this divine Logos and the man Christ Jesus was 
only temporary. For they held this divine efflux, which, 
like a beam of light from the sun, went out from God, 
and was attached to the person of Christ, to enable him 
to work miracles while he was on earth, was drawn into 
God again when he ascended into heayen, and had no 
more occasion to exert a miraculous power. 

“It was eflerwards maintained, and Justin Martyr, 
who had been a platonic philesopher, was perhaps the 
first who suggested the idea, that this union of the Logos 
to the person of Christ was not temporary, but perma- 
nent. 

‘The philosophical Christians acknowledged, that 
| though Christ, on account of the divine Logos united to 
_ him, might be called God, it was in an inferior sense : 
‘also that the divinity, and even the being of the Son, 
| was derived from the Father, 

** As it had always been maintained by the platonizing 
Christians, that the Logos came out of God, just before 

the creation of the world, and consequently, that there 
had been a time when God was alone, and the Son was 
not; and as they had always held that when the Son 
_was produced, he was greatly inferior to the Father, 
| there arose some who said, that he ought to be consid. 
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““ From this time, i. e. the time of the council of Nice, 
those who had distinguished themselves the most by 
their defence of the doctrine of the consubstantiality of 
the Son with the Father, did likewise maintain both the 
proper personality of thé Holy Spirit, and also his con- 
substantiality of three divine persons, soon led to that 
of their perfert equality with respect te all divine per- 
fections ; and this completed the scheme. According to 
it, though there is but one God, there are three divine 
persons, each of which, separately taken, is perfect 
God, though all together make no more than one per- 
fect God: a proposition not only repugnant to the plain- 
est principles of common sense, but altogether unknown 
before the council of Nice, as is acknowledged by many 
learned Trinitarians.”’ 

I shall add one paragraph more from Dr. Priestley's 
summary view of the evidence for the primitive Chris- 
tians having held the doctrine of the simple humamty of 
Christ. 

“There is a pretty easy gradation (says he) in the 
progress of the doctrine of the divinity of Christ; as he 
was first thought to be a God in some qualified sense of 
the word, a distinguished emanation from the supreme 
mind; and then the Logos, or the wisdom of God per- 
sonified ; and this Logos was first thought to be only oc- 
casionally detached from the Deity, and then drawn in- 
to his essence again, before it was imagined that it bad 
a permanent personality, distinct from that of the source 
from whence it sprnng, that it was not till the fourth 
century, that this Logos or Christ, was thought to be 
properly equal to the Father. Whereas, on the other 
hand, though it is now pretended, that the apostles taught 
the doctrine of the divinity of Christ; yet it cannot be 
denied, that in the very time of the apostles, the Jewish 
church, and many of the Gentiles also, held the opinion 
of his being a mere man. Here the transition is quite 
sudden, without any gradation at all. This must nat- 
urally have given the greatest alarm, and yet nothing of 
this kind can be perceived,” 

From these extracts, the reader will be able to form a 
competent judgment of the reliance which is to be pla- 
ced upon my correspondent’s assertion, * that according 
to Dr. Priestley, the very first step of deviation from the 
simple humanity of Christ, was the ascription to him of 
a nature truly and properly divine.” 


This gentleman has been pleased to affirm, “ that im- 
plicit reliance cannot be placed on Dr. Priestley’s rep- 
resentations, even in cases of the plainest fact.” How 
far this charye is applicable to that truly venerable char- 
acter, will be the subjeet of inquiry in my next letter. 
In the mean time, my advice to my worthy correspond- 
ent is, to look well at home. Such indeed is his strange 
misapprehension, and consequent mis-statement, of the 
most obvious facts, that without meaning any reflection 
upon his veracity, [ am inclined to think that a cautious 


To this purpose I might transcribe the whole four vol- | ered as a mere creature, not derived from the substance | reader will, for the future, be more disposed to believe 


umes of Dr. Priestley’s Early Opinions concerning Christ, 
I might add a very fair proportion of his account of the 


of God, but created ont of nothing, as other creatures 
were. These, who were the Arians, considering the 


what he shal! prove, than what he shall say. 
It is, I think, the observation of Montaigne, * Let ne 





Corruptions of Christianity. I might subjoin no incon- , Logos as being the intelligent principle in Christ, thought ' man say I will write a little book.» I was far from ex- 
siderable part of his controversy with Dr. Horsley, and | that there was no occasion to suppose that he had any ' pecting, when I began to write, that my animadversions 
might bring up the rear with a volume or two of his Ec-! other soul. They therefore said that Christ was a su-' would have extended to so great alength. But | found 
clesiastical History. But all this could not be easily | per-angelic Being, united to a human body, that though it impossible to repel the point-blank charges of igno- 
contained in the compass of a letter, I will limit myself, he himself was created, he was the Creator of all things* rance, or ivadvertency, of misrepresentation, and assert- 


to a few extracts from the conclusion of the first-men- 
tioned work, in which the learned writer professes to 
give a connected view of all the principal articles in the 
preceding History. 


under God, and the instrument of all the divine comma- 
nicatis.is to the patriarchs. 
** In opposition to the Arians, the orthodox msintain- 


jing the precise reverse of acknowledged fact, which my 


an unsparing hand, without stating the evidence upon 


ed the Logos must be of the same substauce with the | which my convictions were founded. 
** All that these philosophers ceuld advance af first,” | Father, and co-eternal with him. 7 
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Peavey correspondent has accumulated against me, with 
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Your humble Servant, &c- 
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FROM THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
. aan 


“ There remaineth a rest to the people of God.” 
Heb. iv. 9. 

To the Jew, tired of his travels in Arabian deserts, 
and of wars with savage idolaters, a prospect of repose 
in the land of Canaan, was extremely grateful. To 
the christian, wearied with the toils, and sick of the a- 
musements and flatteries of the week, how welcome 
ihe return of a day which is graced with the name of 
his Lord! Yetneither of these rests is permanent or 
satisfactory. The man of faith and righteousness: a- 
spires to an happier country, than was ever found on 
the banks of Jordan, and after a more quiet and glori- 
ous sabbath, than Christendom affords ;. and blessed be 
Crod, he does not seek in vain. For him, there is in 
reversion, a state, in which there will be no labour but 
that of love, and no business but that of praise ; a day 
sacceeded by no night; an eternal round of pleasure 
unmixed with pain ; an age of peace, virtue and con- 
-olation ; where ignorance will give place to knowl- 
cdge, the shimber of sloth to perpetual wakefulness 
und activity, the pangs of remorse to the approbation 
of the blest spirits, the malice of enemies to the sup- 
port of friendship, and the distressful apprehensions of 
poverty and death, to the possession of an imperisha- 
ble inhetitance, and an intermineble life. 

The certainty of such a state is manifest from vari- 
ous appearances in the natural world, from ancient o- 
pinion, the longing desires of every bosom, the present 
inscrutable government of an impartial deity, and es- 
pecially from his express revelations concerning it by 
Jesus Christ, ‘“whereof he hath given assurance: unto 
all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.”’ 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


wan 
PERSECUTION. 
To the Editor of the-Universalist Magazine, 

Tue following is communicated: to shew that altho” 
we live in a time when we are blessed with every ad- 
vantage ; when light and knowledge pervade most ev- 
ery region, and the love of liberty and the righ/ of con- 
seience have becomeso general : yet there are among us 
a few religionis‘s who have imbibed that persecuting 
spirit which actuated John Calvin m the days of Ser- 


_ vetus; and had these religious bigots the arm of govern- 


ment in their power, would not be satisfied with dis- 
senters short of placing them on the faggots. In Pitts- 
field, a small country village in New-Hampehire, one of 
its school districts is composed mostly of people of 
the Calvinistic sentiment. ‘The agent for the district em- 
ployed a preceptor, but it was-no sooner known that 
he was a preacher and professed to believe in the upi- 
versal benevolence of God, than the whole neighbour- 
hood was in acommotion. The pharisees before Pon- 
tius Pilate when falsely accusing our Lord were not 
more malicious and unfeeling ; they proclaimed with 
one voice that he must depart out of their coast. . The 
following were among their accusations—Some alleged 
that “the preached a new doctrine contrary to that 
which had been taught them by their ancestors ;” some 
that ‘* his arguments were so persuasive that multitudes 
resorted to the place of worship, and they feared: they 
would become believers ;*? and. others, that “he used 
much seripiure and reason insomuch that it was dan- 
gerous for young people to hear it.’” 

The Constitution of New-Hampshire says, ‘ no subs 
jectshall be hurt, molested or restrained in his person, 
liberty, or estate, for his religious sentiments, persua- 
rion or-belief.” Yet regardless of our sacred rights, these 
snodern pharisees ordered the agent to dismiss the person 
he had employed, making no other objections than an 
aversion to bis religious sentiments. Give such men 
the power and the horrors of the inquisition and the 
gullotine would be our-portion. But what have these 


religious zealots to fear? Why this great alarm? If 
they are established in the truth nothing can harm them, 
their foundation is sure, the gates of hell cannot pre- 
vail against it; but if they are established in error, their 
foundation is not sure, they need to fear and be alarmed; 
the truth will make it tumble, it will shake it to its 
centre. My sincere prayer is that truth may prevail 
over error, until all shall see eye to eye, and nothing 
destroy, molest or make affaid in all God’s holy moun- 
tain. A TOLERATIONIST. 
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“ Tell ye the daughters of Zion, behold thy King 
cometh unto thee, meek, silting upon an ass, and upon 
a colt the foal of av ass.”°—Matt. xxi: 5. 

One of the most distinguishing titles given to Christ 
in the scriptures, is that of King ; and in the above quo- 
tation, he is said to-be ‘* meek, sitting upon an ass.””»— 
It is necessary that every king possess the following 
characteristics. 

I. He must possess sufficient power. 

MH. This power must be directed by wisdom and good- 
ness. 

II]. He must possess a desire for the happiness of 
his subjects, without partiality. 

That Jesus Christ possesses the first of these qualifi- 
cations, will not be denied, since he has informed us» 
“That all power is given him in heaven and earth.’? 
Although it is believed by some, that this power will 
ever be exerted in rendering miserable a certain por- 
tion of his subjects; that Jesus Christ who while on 
earth was the friend of sinners, who went about doing 
good, will hereafter appear, clothed in flaming ven- 
geance, dooming a certain part of his subjects to the 
quenchless volcano of hell; and that while these mis- 
erable objects are weltering under the: scalding drops 
of God’s eternal wrath, and drinking melted lava dur- 
ing endless-ages ; the saints enjoying tranquil peace in 
realms immortal,will raise paans to their Maker’s praise! 

Dear reader, tell it not in Gath! publish it not in the 
streets of Askelom!' Before an idea so derogatory to 
the character of the blessed Jesus can be admitted, it 
wil! be necessary for the advocates of this doctrine to 
invalidate the testimony of him, who spake as never 
man spake, who has informed us for what purpose this 
power wascommitted unto him ; *‘ For thou hast given 
him power over all flesh, that he might give eternal life 
to as many as thou hast given him.’? The theme thus 
stated is glorious, both to angels and men, as it com- 
prises nothing short of the world’s eternal salvation.— 
In the exalted, dignified, and highly glorious personage 
of the Lord Jesus, heaven unbosomed its richest bles- 
sing, and poured upon our world the copious effusions 
of grace divine. 

We are frequently told by*way of objection, that the 
doctrine which declares the final recovery of al] lost 
intelligences, is a pleasing doctrine. Dear reader, is it 
not surprising that such an objection sheuld be brought 
against the doctrine of Immanuel? Answer, No; for 
it is the best that can be found; and this we shall find to 
have no weight when compared with reason-& scripture. 
Who can dispute its being.a pleasing doctrine, when it 
was this that warmed the heart of the inspired apostle, 
and led him to declare ; ** For it pleased the Father that 
in him should all fulness dwell; and having made peace 
through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all 
things unto himself; by him I say, whether they be 
things in-earth, or things in heaven??? If all things in 
heaven, earth and seas, are reconciled to their Creator 
by the death of his Son, and gathered together in‘one, 
even in him; where is the danger in believing that ev- 
ery tongue capable of lisping the praises of God, will 
finally be rajsed to that divine employment? 

I]. And shall we debase the religion of Jesus, by dis- 


person that awaked the raptures of the heavenly inhab- 
itants, on the glorious morn of the august nativity of 
heaven’s eternal darling, when all heaven shouted 
“Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, and 
good will towards men’’? The life, miracles, death, re- 
surrection and ascension, and glorification of Jesus 
Christ, all declare him to be in the possession of every 
grace, which could possibly adorn the heir of all things. 
And the great apostle to the gentiles in proclaiming the 
character of his risen Lord and Master, preached * Je 
sus Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God ;” 
‘‘who was made unto us, wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification and redemption.”» This establishes the 
character of Jesus as possessing sufficient wisdom for 
the direction of his power, for the promotion of happi- 
ness in all his kingdom, which is no less than all the 
nations of the earth; ‘* Ask of me and I will give thee 
the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermo-t 
parts of the earth for thy possession.”» This is the 
pleasing doctrine of life and immortality brought to 
light through the gospel, blooming on the borders of 
the grave. Itis that which is pleasing to God the Fu- 
ther, and it is that which tunes the harp of the highest 
seraph in heaven; and it is the glorious theme, which 
will finally cause yonder golden arch to resound with 
haHelujahs to God, sang by all the blood purchased 
children of the once crucified, but now risen and glori- 
fied Redeemer... We therefore hesitate not to declare, 
*¢ Rejoice greatly, O daughters of Zion ; shout O daugt.- 
ters of Jerusalem ; behold thy king cometh unto thee : 
he is just, having salvation, lowly, riding upon ar ass, 
and a colt the foal of an ass.” ‘This places upon the 
head of Jesus, diadems of immortal honour, while it ‘s 
entwined with a bright circle of heaven’s etmpyrea! 
glory. 

Ili. That Jesus possesses a desire for the Lappiness 
of all his subjects, will be scen by attending to the 
scriptures of truth, in which is found his own declara- 
tion upon the subject: ** 1, if I be lifted up from the 
earth, will draw ail men untome.” ** For this purpose 
was the Son of God manifested, that he might destroy 
the works of the devil; that Christ might dwell in your 
hearts by faith; that ye being rooted and grounded in 
love, may be able to comprehend with all saints, wiat 
is the breadth and length, and height and depth; and 
to know the lore of Christ, which passeth knowledge, 
that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.” **For 
this purpose he tasted death for every man; and gave 
himself a ransom for all to be testified in due time.» — 
‘“* Who came from heaven not to do his own will, but 
the will of him that sent him, which is, that all men 
might be saved, and come tothe knowledge of the 
truth.” This King of peace, thie Priest forever afte 
the order of Melchizedeck, is to reign in rightéousnes:, 
peace and plenty, from sea even to sea, and from the 
rivers unto the ends of the earth, and being appointed 
agent in the divine theocracy of heaven and earth, is 
to receive a kingdom and dominion, glory and power, - 
that all people, nations and languages should serve and 
obey him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
which shall not pass away ; and his kingdom that whick 
shall not be destroyed. ‘* Shout, O ye heavens, and be 
joyful, O earth, for the Lord hath done it.” Under 
these views of the character of Jesus, as king of peace, 
who is to reign over ali the kindreds of the earth with 
divine light, life and glory, we are borne on the wing 
of promise, to the contemplation of that glorious and 
ever blissful period, when all kings shall submit to the 
peaceable reign of the meek son of Mary; when earth’s 
remotest regions shall be blessed with the gentle rays 
of the sun of righteousness, from whose spreading wings 
shall descend the refreshing dews of grace and salva- 
tion, making glad the hearts of the children of men; 
when his gustice and meekness shall have brought down 
all tyranny and oppression, and’ shal] have put an ev- 
erlasting period to all discord and contention, and 





robing him of wisdom, and goodness, sufficient for the 





earth be blessed with heaven-imparted humility; when 


jMewption of his power, when it was the dignity. of his j the olive branch of peace, borne on the wings of the 
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wind, shall have overshadowed all nations, blessing 
them with everlasting life and salvation. Roll on thy 
chariot of salvation, O Prince Immanuel, and establish 
thy kingdom, by unvailing thy lovely countenance, 
and blessing the world of man with the noon-tide rays 
of celestial benignity. J.W.5. 
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Yo the Editor of the Universalis! Magazine, 

Dear Sir.—Having been an attentive reader of 
your Magazine for some time, must own that I have de- 
ived great satisfaction and instruction therefrom, and 
Leing fully convinced of your candour and impartiality, 
most respectiully request of you to answer the follow- 
ing question and insert it in your valuable paper. 

What effect can the death and sufferings of 
fesus Christ have towards the salvation of 
mankind ? 

This has excited great anxiety in my mind, and the 
more | think upon it, the farther i am from forming any 
definitive idea upon the subject. 

Your's with respect, M. il. 

Lynn, November 1820. 

As an answer to the foregoing unportant query, we 
‘usert the following extract from the Editor’s Lecture 
sermon, No. 22, pp. 10-13. This is not done, how- 
ever, because we think the question does not deserve a 
more labonred discussion, but with a hope that it may 
terve as an introduction of the subject, & place it in such 
a light, that our friend “* M. H.°? will find it easy to sug- 
gest any particular queries which may lead to a more | 





luminous exposition of the general question. 


EXTRACT. 

‘* The fourth particular subject to which your atten-: 
tion is solicited, is embraced in the following question: | 
Why did Christ die for us?) We have already proved | 
that there was no necessity of bis dyiug in order to pro- | 
eure the favour of God towards sinners, for if that had | 
been the case, his death could not have beer a com-| 
mendation of the divine love. - And indeed, if there were 
any need of more proof on this: subject, than has been 
presented, we should find all deficiencies supplied, by 
the prayer of Jesus when dying on the cross. . 

Let us, my friends, with profound solemnity, listen to 
these words, which contain more true divivity, more 
pure, unadulterated gospel, than all the creeds which 
have been written since the world began ; ‘* Father for- 
give them, for they know not what they do.” Why 
did he not say: Father forgive them, for I have now suf- 
fered thy wrath which burned against them; I have 
drank the cup of fary which was prepared for them; I 
have borne that they may never bear thy righteous ire? 
If all this had been trae, why should he pray as he did, 
and request that God would forgive them? If the Fa- 
ther had exacted a full penalty for their sins, of his son, 
how could he after this be called on'to forgive them ? But 
the reason, the plea which the dying Saviour stated in 
his prayer, was, ‘* for they know not what they do.” 

Our question remains. Why did Christ die for us? 
How are we benefited by his death? Be patient, we 
still reply in the negative. Christ did not die for us, that 
we might avoid condemnation if we commit sin, nor did 
he suffer for us, that we might not be punished for faults 
if we committhem. ‘his we know by our experience 
and by his word.. We know by experience, if we sin 
we feel condemned, and this we must feel until the-con- 
demnation ‘is removed by repentance. And we know 
by the words of Jesus, that, in place of his suffering in 
eur room and stead, as our erroneous doctrines have 
taught us, he will render unto every man according’ to 
his works. 

Why then did he die for us? He died to commend 
the love of God toward us sinners. See Romans v. 8; 
* Bat God commendeth his love toward us; in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” He di- 
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the Lamb of God,who taketh away the sin of the world.” 
He died, the just for the anjust, that he might bring us 
to God. He suffered for us, that we should follow his 
steps. He died for us, that he might bring life and im- 
mortality to light through his resurrection. He died, 
rose, and revived, that he might be Lord, both of the 
dead and the living. He died and rose again, that the 
scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled, and the min- 
istry of reconciliation be established. He suffered and 
died to show us how sin and all moral evil are to be o- 
vercome, by rendering good for evil, love for hatred, 
kindness for unkindness, and mercy for wrath. 

Four important particulars may be distinctly noticed 
which rendered the death and resurrection of Christ of 
vast votility to mankind. 

I, To commend and make known the unchangeable 
love and mercy of God to a’*inful world, thereby to 
bring sinners'to repentance and to be reconciled to God. 

Il. To fulfil all that the prophets had written concern- 
ing him, that the authenticity of divine revelation and 
the doctrine of the gospel might be successfully commu- 
nicated to the gentile nations. 

Ill. That the patient sufferings which he endured for 
the benefit of his enemies and the whole world, might 
ever remain as an example for his disciples to imitate, 
in all faithfulness, patience, and resignation to the will 
of God. And 

IV. That he might bring life and immortality to light 
by his glorious resurrection ; and manifest the truth of a 
future happy existence for mankind. 

If the mind will be serious and candid, it will at once 
acknowledge that these four particulars, when viewed 
in their harmony and proper connexion, when consider- 
ed in relation to the innumerable blessings which they 
have already produced, and promise to produce in fu- 
ture, are altogether worthy of the wisdom, power, and 
goodness of our heavenly Father. 

But to pretend that it-was necessary for Christ to suf- 
fer and die to appease the wrath of our merciful Father 
in heaven, is the most unaccountable perversion of di- 
vine truth, of which the vain imagination of benighted 
humanity was ever capable.”’ 
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ANALOGY. 


It has been and now is contended, that aside from 
scripture testimony, respecting the existence of sin and 
misery ina future state of existence, this fact is capable 
of being proved by analogical] reasoning, as follows: God, 
notwithstanding his holiness and goodness, now permits 
his rational creatures, ia this: mortal state, to go on in 
sin, and brings upon them many and gyievious sufferings 
as a just retribution ; therefore if we reason from analo- 
gy, we must admit that this may be the case in a future 
state. 

In reply to this reasoning we think that every candid 
person will be willing to accept an extension of this same 
kind of reasoning, which, shouid it issue in an absurdi- 
ty, or in what every one disbelieves, will be acknowl- 
edged a refutation of the argument. We will say then, 
that as it is so ordered in divine providence, that many 
wicked men acquire great riches and extensive power 
in this world, so if we reason from analogy, we must ad- 
mit that this may be the case in a future state.. And as 
it is often the case, that the rich and powerful in this 
world oppress and persecute the righteous, so if we rea- 
son from analogy, we must admit ‘that this may be the 
case in’a future state. And as itis a fact that the wick- 
ed in this world partake of many carnal enjoyments, and 
live in luxury, while the virtuous are often poor and out- 
wardly wretched, so if we reason from analogy, we must 
admit that this may be the case in a future state. And 
furthermore, as it is frequently the case in this world, 
that the wicked are brought to repentance, and to re- 
form their lives, so reasoning from analogy, we must ad- 
mit that it may so happen in a future state. And also, 
as it sometimes happens in this world, that those whose 





ed.for-us, that he might take away our sins, ‘* Behold 
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into sin, become most vile and wretched, so reasoning 
from analogy, we must admit that this may be the case 
in a future state. 

Without extending this reasoning to any more partic- 
ulars, the candid reader will at once perceive, that it has 
already embraced what no christian of any denomina- 
tion ever thought of believing or contending for. Then 
the fact is, we cannot prove even the possibility of the 
existence of sin and misery in a future state, by reason- 
ing analogically, any more than we can prove the fore- 
going particulars, which all will reject as absurdities. 

We will frankly state to our opposers, that if they 
will prove from plain declarations of scripture, that sin’ 
and misery will exist in a future state, we will give up 
the subject, and acknowledge that we are informed and 
corrected. Or if it can be proved that man will have a 
mutable constitution in a future world, subject to vani- 
ty as in this, we shall at once abandon the system we 
are now upon, and seek to be consistent with what we 
find ourselves wecessiated to acknowledge. 
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RELIGIOUS NOTICE. 

Tne Southern Association, a branch of the New Eng- 
land Convention of Universalists, will meet at Attlebo- 
rough, (Mass.) on Wednesday next, the 13th inst. 

+o 


A discourse will be delive:@} before the Charitable 
Female Samaritan Society, at the First Universal Meet- 
ing House on Sunday evening next, by Rev. Mr. Dean. 
Services to commence at 6 o’clock. A collection will 
be made for the benefit of the Institution. 
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MARRIED, 

In this town, Mr. Geogre Taylor, mer. to Miss Ra- 
chel Boyd. 

3y Rev. Mr. Palfrey, William H. Elliot, Esq. to Mise 
Margaret D. Bradford. 

By Rev. Dr. Channing, Doct. Zabdiel B. Adams to 
Miss Sarah M. Holland. 

By Rev. Mr. Frothingham, Mr. John Ashton, jun. to 
Mise Mary Hersey. 

By Rev. Mr. Sharp; Mr. Stephen Sawyer to Miss 
Dorcas Dike. 

By Rev. Mr. Parkman, Mr. Henry Thacher to Miss 
Mary Ann Cole. 

By Rev. Mr. Pierpont, Mr. William M. Furne ], for- 
merly of Portsmouth, N. H. to Miss Abigail W. Barry. 

In Roxbury, Mr. George Dana, mer. of this town, to 
Miss Sarah M, Billings. 

In Dunstable, Mr. Aaron Mason, of this town, to Miss 
Matilda Woods. 

In Salem, by Rev. Mr, Streeter, Mr. John Fosdick, 
mer. of this town, to Miss Deborah Frothingham, daughe - 
ter of Dea. Nathaniel Frothingham. 
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DIED, - 

In this town,—Mrs Eliza H. Phippen, wife of Mr. 
Joshua Phippen.—Caroline Augusta, daughter of John 
Dorr, 8 months.-—Royal Bond, son of Charles Thatch- 
er, Esq. 11 mo.—Mr. Abner Mills, 37.—Mr. Daniel 
N. Bray, 21.—Master Edwin Hallet, 6 y. son of Job 
H. of Cambridgeport.—-Susan, daughter of Moses Had- 
ly, 3 y.——-Lt. Col. Daniel Dunton, 36. 

In Stoughton, on the 18th ult, Mrs. Hannah Capen 
wife of Mr. Jonathan Capen, aged 64. 

In Orford, Nt H. ow the 11th Oct. 1820, NATHANIEL 
Rocenrs, Esq: in the 70th year of his age. He was one 
of those who with his ‘ life, property, and sacred honor,’ 
supported the cause of American independence, having 
been a soldier in the revolutionary army. After the ob-- 
ject for which he fought was obtained, he returned to. 
the arts of peace and sustained the various relations. 
of husband, parent, friend, and citizen, with singular 
propriety and equanimity of mind. 

He was a believer in the universal benevolence and 
mercy of God through Jesus Christ, which induced him 
to honor his profession by a well ordered life and con- 
versation, manifested by love to God and ‘ good will to - 
men.’ His last illness which was exbepely. painful, 
produced no change in his views, but when~he saw his 
dissolution certainly approaching, he observed; with an 
emphasis marked by conviction and hope, **that-which 
those who differed from me in sentiment have said would 
be in the hour of death my unhappiness, proves to ber 





my greatest consolation,” 
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POETS’ CORNER. 


‘ £0R THE MAGAZINE. 


INCENTIVE FOR PRAISING GOD. 


ALMIGHTY God, what tongue can raise 

A perfect tribute to thy praise? 

Could all creation once combine, 
Imperfect still would be the strain. 

Ere nature’s form was brought to view, 
Or man, or beast existence knew, 
"(hy purposes were all design’d, 

And perfect in th’ Almighty mind, 

©. God of love, shall we suppose 

That thou couldst e’er thy will disclose ; 
Tell saints to pray, ‘* thy will he done,” 
And have another not made known, 
Which. will destroy what is reveal’d, 
And with thy word and promise seal’d ? 
No, gracious God, thou art sincere, 
This all thy works and ways declare ; 

It is thy will that ev’ry soul, 

Which lives beneath thy vast controul, 
Shall know that truth which makth free, 
And causeth men to worship thee— 
Shall find that life which ne’er will end 
In Jesus Christ, the sinner’s friend. 


When men from God had gone astray, 
And trod in sin’s delusive way, 
His only Son he did ordain, 
To bring the wand’rers back again. 
Does not the word of truth declare, 
That all in glory shall appear, 
And sit around God’s throne and sing 
Praises forever to their King? 
Yes—*twas for this the Saviour bled, 
Enter’d the grave among the dead ; 
Then burst the bars of death, and rose 
Triumphant over all bis foes. 
Let ev’ry creature rise and sing 
Glory to God, our heav’nly king: 
Angels, assist, for men can raise 
No perfect tribute to his praise. Ww. 


Soro 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
CHARITY. 
HAIL child of love, in robes of light, 
Descend and burst upon our sight ; 
Dispel the gloom that hangs around, 
And cheer our hearts with heav’nly sound, 
Let thy blest name by man be known, 
Till every soul by grace shall own, 
That God’s eternal love shall flow, 
To all his children here below. 


Then diseord shal] no more be found, 
Disturbing peace on hallowed ground ; 
But from thy blissful presence flee, 
And earth be blest with cnAriry. 


Come all ye men of wrath and strife, 
Behold this lamp of light and life, 

And let the tongue of slander fail, 

And let this heav’aly grace prevail. 
Then shall our churches here be found, 
As plants of peace on earthly ground; 
And love and union there be known, 
And all mankind God's grace shall own, 
Thou Sun of suns, arise and shine, 

Fill every soul with grace divine ; 
May the blest song of life be sung, 

By every name, by every tongue, 

© may my soul on pinions rise, 

To yonder bright and cloudless skies, 
Aud walk in etreets of purest gold, 
Thy grace gnd glory to behold, 
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UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


~~ 
NIGHT. 
*T 18, night, and.gloomy, darkness spreads, 
His sable curtain round the skies ; 
The sun’s last lingering beams are fled, 
No more his glories meet our eyes. 


The landscape fades upon the sight ; 
Nor ought to view its beauties shews, 
Save the pale moon, whose cold, faint light 
Around, a deadly glimmering throws. 


Within the confines of the tomb, 
A gloomy night awaits us, where 

The sun’s bright rays can never come, 
Nor one pale moon-beam enter there. 


But O, a glorious morn shall come, 
The sun of righteousness shall rise ; 

His matchless light pervades the tomb, 
His beams rejoice our waking eyes. 


A lively hope, a living faith, 
Did our exalted Saviour give ; 
The sleeping world, redeemed from death, 
Shall hear his voice, and hearing, live. 
EUSEBIA. 


Do 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


THE DYING. CHRISTIAN’S FAREWELL. 
FAREWELL dear partner, children too, 
Brothers and sisters, parents all, 

Encircling friends | bid adieu, 

To go at my dear Saviour’s call. 


Sweet music’s sound salutes my ears, 
More blissful far, than can compare 
With earthly music ; stay your fears, 
It is from heaven, soon I am there. 


Surrounding friends now dry your eyes, 

Since now ‘tis here perceived so plain ; 

My soul leaves earth to heaven it dies, 

And quick a blissful state will gain, G. 
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SOULS IN FETTERS, 

What a sore unhappiness is it to the Christian world, 
that men are confined in parties! ‘There are some no- 
ble souls imprisoned from their infancy with in the pales 
of a particular clan, or narrow tribe; and they must 
never dare to think beyond those limits. What shame- 
ful bars are laid in the way to obstruct the progress of 
knowledge, and the growth of the intellectual world ! 
Generous sentiments are stifled and forbid to be born, 
lest the parent of them who belong to one sec/, should 
be suspected of too much intimacy with another ; and 
a thousand brave, free thoughts are crushed to death in 
the very bud, lest they should look like the offspring 
of a foreign iribe, when they appear in open sight.— 
What a wretched influence, names, and secés,, & parties 
have upon the commonwealth of Christianity! We 
hardly dare believe ourselves when we have found out 
truth, aif our ancestors did not believe it too. 

A few oy ago, Aleutherus told we, that when he 
was a boy, he firmly believed the mystery of the mass, 
and thought the priest could turn bread into flesh and 
blood ; for all his relations were of that mind; but 
when I began to think for myself a little, said he, my 
faith staggered, the falsetioed seemed too big for my be- 
lief ; cat yet I know net what strange, secret attach- 
ment to the religion of my fathers forbid me to deny 
what they had professed. So I shut my eyes, and laid 
all my rising doubts to sleep ; 1 stretched my faith to 
its former size, and swallowed the old doctrive again. 
Without thinking whether it were possible, | called it! 
divine ; for | could not bear the thoughts of being a 
Heritic, : 

Clerico would gladly bave heard Euphonus preach, 
if be durst have ventured the censure of his friends, 
and been seen in a meeting-house, He could. willing- 








ly have let his soul loose from all human forms and in- 
ventions if he had not lately subscribed the twentieth 
article of the church among the rest, and declared that 
she bad power to ordain rites and ceremonies. But 
since he has subscribed, he does not care.to indulge his 
thoughts in so much freedom. 











What a poor foolish thing is man! Human nature ip 
all ages is too much like itself. What is now practised 


| among Christians, to the reproach and injury of reveal- 


ed truth, has been a bar to the profession and improve- 


|} ment of natural religion, in the days and the nations of 
ancient Heathenism. 


Socrates is famous in history for his belief of the One 
true God, in opposition to the Polytheism of the world, 
and the numerous idols of the priest and people ; but, 
he is reported, by this means, to have exposed himselr 
to the resentment and popular fury of some of his 
countryman, so that he is counted a sort of Martyr for 
that cause, Yet as some report, he was scarce able to 
support his courage in the public profession of that One 
true Gop in a dying hour; for it is said, that he order- 
ed a cock to be offered as a sacrifice to Esculapius, the 
god of physic. I confess it is so mean and servile a 
compliance, that | can hardly believe it concerning 
Socrales. 

But if the soul of the noble Grecian was bound in 
these fetters of a popular religion, which forbid his bold 
and final profession of his diviner sentiments ; it is not 
Greece only, but Rome also has produced examples of 
the same weakness among some of its heroes. It must 
be acknowledged, they had some heavenly flights of 
thought, and courage enough to let their notions just 
start into light, and give broad hints of their faith ; but 
they were forced to cramp and discourage the progress 
and the growth of it, for fear of the national idolatry 
which reigned in their age. They had not strength of 
soul and bravery enough to become martyrs for the 
truth. 

Cicero was a great man, but he was afraid to speak 
what he knew of the Unity of the eternal Gop, the 
Maker of all! Jt 2s hard, says he, /o find out him the 
is the Parent of this universe ; and when you hare 
found him, it is not lawful to shew him to this vulgar 
world, Let not our men of heathenism then, or Brilish 
infidels, charge all this folly upon Christians alone, since 
their Pagan predecessors were guilty of it as well us we, 
O! where shall that city stand, whose inhabitants shall 
traffic in intellectual treasures, and set forth all their 
new improvements and acquisitionsin the open day- 
light, without the dangers of public penalities or re- 
proach? Where shall that hanpy race of men be born 
who shall seek truth with an unbiassed soul; and shal! 
speak it freely to mankind, without the tear of parties, 
or the odium of singularity? When shall that golden 
age arise in Great-Brifain. in which every rich genius 
shall produce his brightest sentiments to the bonour of 
God, and to the general profit of men, and yet stand 
exempted from common slander? When shall the sac- 
red mines of Scripture be digged yet deeper than ever, 
and the hidden riches thereof be bro’t out of their long 
security, to adorn the doctrine of Gop our Saviour ?— 
O that these dark and stormy days of party prejudice 
were rolled away, that men would once give leave to 
their fellow Christians, to spel] out and read some an- 
cient and unknown glories of the person of Christ, which 
are contained in Scripture, and to unfold some hidden 
wonders of his gospel! The wisest of men know yet 
but in part ; and it is always possible to grow wiser, at 
least on this side of Heaven: but public prejudice is a 
friend to darkness ; nor could ignorance and error, with- 
out this shield, have defended their thrones so long a- 
mong creatures of reason, under the light of divine sun- 
beamws.—Dr. Warts, 
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A Series of Letters in defence of Divine Rer- 
elation, in reply to the Rev. Abner Knceland’s serious 
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